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mism, the unbending confidence that we
could solve our problems that is his enduring
legacy and his enduring lesson to those of
us who come behind.

I tell you, throughout all the difficulties
we have, the biggest problems we have are
those that are inside our minds: the limitation
on our vision, our will, and our heart and
our willingness to put aside the old divisions
and work together to build a better America.
There is nothing before us that cannot be
cured if we have the willingness to open our
ears, lower our voices, roll up our sleeves,
and make our words speak through our
deeds. That is what we must do from now
on.

Thank you for giving me a warm welcome.
Change has come to America. Let’s keep it
going. God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. at the
State Capitol. In his remarks, he referred to
Mayor Kent Strange Hall of Charleston.

Nominations for Associate Directors
at the Office of Science and
Technology Policy

August 9, 1993

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Marci Greenwood Associate
Director for Science and Jane Wales Associ-
ate Director for International Affairs and Na-
tional Security in the Office of Science and
Technology Policy.

‘‘I am pleased today to name these two
experienced individuals to our team at
OSTP,’’ the President said. ‘‘Marci Green-
wood’s work in both science teaching and
university administration will be invaluable
as she takes the lead at the Science Division.
I am equally confident that Jane Wales’ expe-
rience in the foreign policy arena will be used
well as our staff at OSTP continues to pursue
joint science and technology ventures with
other countries around the world.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on Swearing-In James J.
Blanchard as Ambassador to Canada
August 10, 1993

The President. Good morning, ladies and
gentlemen. I’m delighted to have you here
today at the White House for the swearing-
in of my longtime friend and a very able pub-
lic servant, Governor Jim Blanchard, to be
our Nation’s next Ambassador to Canada. I
have known and respected Jim for many
years now. We’ve worked on many things to-
gether both as Governors and as fellow par-
tisans in political wars. I can tell you that
he is one of the ablest Governors with whom
I ever worked, one of the most creative and
innovative people I have ever met in public
life.

As a Governor and earlier as a Member
of Congress, Jim Blanchard was known as
someone who would innovate, listen, and act.
Those are capabilities which will be indispen-
sable in his new assignment. His service in
Ottawa will also benefit from his insights and
his personal ties to Canadian leaders gained
from being Governor of a State with a large
border and close ties to Canada.

When I nominated Jim Blanchard for this
post, it was a sign to me, and I hope to the
Canadians as well, of the immense impor-
tance I place on our relationships with Can-
ada. For that relationship is unquestionably
one of the most important in the world to
us. Canada is our largest trading partner.
Over $200 billion in goods and services cross
our borders annually. That amount increased
significantly after the passage of the free
trade agreement. And I believe it will in-
crease again after implementation of the
North American Free Trade Agreement.

Our relations with Canada are far more
than economic, however. The fact that we
share the world’s longest undefended border
is one of our greatest security assets. And
Canada’s cooperation on a host of inter-
national security efforts is absolutely invalu-
able. Canada has been our partner in efforts
towards the former Soviet Union, Haiti, So-
malia, and many other areas. With Canada
we founded the United Nations and NATO.
We worked closely together today in the
Group of Seven, in GATT, in international
peacekeeping operations, just to name a few
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of the arenas that are important to us because
of what we are able to do together.

Today the United States and Canada share
a challenging list of opportunities for mutual
progress. We can work together to promote
greater economic growth in our own hemi-
sphere and throughout the world. We can
work together to protect the air, the water,
the environmental quality that is significantly
shared by our two peoples. We can work to-
gether to improve the security of both our
nations in this new era of world affairs.

In all this I have greater confidence in the
ability of Canada and the United States to
make that kind of progress knowing that we
will be represented in Ottawa by Jim Blan-
chard. I appreciate the fact that Jim and
Janet are willing to accept this assignment.
We all wish them great success.

And now, Mr. Vice President, I would like
to ask you to do something I cannot do, ad-
minister the oath of office.
[At this point, the Vice President adminis-
tered the oath of office.]

NAFTA
Q. Mr. President, have you given up on

NAFTA?
The President. That’s ridiculous. No.
Q. Some people say that the administra-

tion isn’t fighting hard enough for it.
The President. We don’t have an agree-

ment yet. We have to wait until we finish.
The Trade Ambassador has not finished with
the negotiations.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:48 a.m. at the
North Portico of the West Wing at the White
House.

Remarks on Signing the Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993
August 10, 1993

Thank you very much. Thank you. Ladies
and gentlemen, the Vice President has given
me a very generous introduction and has fair-
ly characterized the struggle in which we
have been engaged. I might say also, for all
of you sports fans, he’s given a whole new
meaning to the term ‘‘tie-breaker.’’ [Laugh-
ter]

But I think it would really be unfortunate
if this event were to come and go without
recognizing the fact that the people in Con-
gress who voted for this plan had to labor
under historically difficult circumstances.
They had to reverse a plan of trickle-down
economics in which it was the accepted path
always to say the right thing but never to
do it, and in which, if you tried to do the
right thing, people would say the wrong
things about you and cloud the debate with
a fog of misinformation.

In this incredible series of events that have
unfolded, there were many Members of Con-
gress who never appeared on the evening
news, whose names never appeared in the
newspapers simply because of their quiet
courage and determination to do what they
thought was right and to see this process
through to the end. And I think I would be
remiss, therefore, if on this occasion I did
not ask at least all the sitting Members of
the United States Congress who are here to
stand and to receive a round of applause.
Would you all please stand? I also want to
explicitly thank all the many members of the
Cabinet and the administration who are here
who worked so hard on this program, as well
as the many citizens throughout the country
who helped us to lobby it through.

Today we come here for more than a bill
signing. We come here to begin a new direc-
tion for our Nation. We are taking steps nec-
essary and long overdue to revive our econ-
omy, to renew our American dream, to re-
store confidence in our own ability to take
charge of our own affairs. This was clearly
not an easy fight. When I presented this pro-
gram to Congress, I had hoped for something
quite different: I had hoped that it would
spark a genuine, open, honest, bipartisan na-
tional debate about the serious choices be-
fore us, about the world economy we face
as we move toward the 21st century, about
the problems we have here at home and all
the people whose lives and potential we lose
and what economic consequence that has for
all the rest of Americans. I had hoped that
we could discuss whether and to what extent
the revival of the competitive skills of our
work force could raise incomes and generate
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